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Websites
http://www.thefigtree.org/june09/060109mariacuc.html
http://www.nimpot.com/index.asp
http://www.nisgua.org/resources/guatemala_basics/
http://www.moonflowerenterprises.com/
http://www.mayacolor.com
http://www.artemaya.com/index.html
1. Read the Fig Tree article on Maria Cuc and summarize in a paragraph using your own words.

2. Check out three additional websites on the list.   Write a few key points describing main ideas from each.

3. After watching this film, write a thesis statement & several ideas about the film. 
A Century of Color:  Maya Weaving & Textiles

53 minutes
Produced by Endangered Threads Documentaries, Vallejo, CA, in 2007   


Written by Margot Blum Schevill & Kathlee Mossman Vitale      
· Connection between weaving & identiy

· Why people would make such labor intensive garments

· What is ikat, how old is it, and how is it used

· What changes in textiles are taking place/how affecting Maya culture

4. Based on your reading and in class discussion, in what ways does Maya weaving reflect Maya culture?  In 3-5 paragraphs, give several main ideas and support with evidence.  
Language Groups Including   Kaquikel, Quiche, Yukatec, Mam, Kekchi & Tzotzil
Some Contemporary Maya Communities  Chiapas, Mexico; Lake Atitlan, Guatemala (Solola, Santiago de Atitlan) Chichicastenango Market, Guatemala
Maya Clothing

Traje
The traditional woven clothing worn by Maya men and women which functions as a strong visual expression of cultural identity.  Each community has its own distinctive style of traje.

Huipil
A blouse-like tunic worn by women, this is the most elaborate and culturally important element of women’s traje.  It is woven on a backstrap loom and can take several months to complete.

Corte 
The woven straight skirt worn as part of the traje, often specific to the village from which the wearer comes, is usually woven on a floor loom.
Fajas 
An integral part of traje, this backstrap woven belt is used to hold up the skirt.

Cinta
A hair ribbon worn with traditional traje.

Tzute 
This general term refers to a wide number of square or rectangular utility cloths used for many functions including towels, baby carriers, basket covers & ceremonial cloths.  These are back strap woven & designs are village specific.

Jaspe (ikat) Specially dyed thread mottled or streaked with color
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